Assembling and Reassembling: the Dance of Maintenance in Urban Assemblages by Denis, Jérôme & Pontille, David
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The conference language is English
If you wish to participate please contact scienze@istitutosvizzero.it
Program is also available at:
www.istitutosvizzero.it
Istituto Svizzero di Roma
Via Ludovisi 48
I-00187 Roma
t +39 06 42042209 / 202
scienze@istitutosvizzero.it
www.istitutosvizzero.it
Airplanes and artwork, bicycles and buildings, cars and computers, photocopiers and printers, the list could be 
indefinitely extended. Its items might be arbitrarily assembled and reassembled. Yet what they all have in common, 
as with virtually any commodity, infrastructure or technical artifact, is their occasional breakdown, if not inbuilt 
obsolescence. To problems of the latter kind, sustainable development in and beyond product design, a renewed 
emphasis on craft, as well as various ‘do it yourself’ initiatives, have become key responses – in short, a genuine Kultur 
der Reparatur (Heckl 2013). These responses, upon closer inspection, may of course not prove as reliable, revolutionary 
or self-reliant as their promising formulation suggests. Yet they do hint at the direction of ecological alternatives to 
hitherto dominant modes of production and consumption. After a first exploratory workshop at ETH Zurich in May 
2014, this second workshop involves an extended international group of repair work ethnographers. It revisits the set 
of papers that were gathered in the first workshop and discusses new contributions. It marks a key step towards a 
joint publication in a renowned book series. The planned publication has a particular focus on the technical expertise 
and practical reasoning, lay or professional, displayed in repair work. Repair work, when investigated ethnographically, 
discloses an entangled background of material conditions, procedural knowledge and social circumstances, all of which 
the ordinary use of technical artifacts relies upon, ranging from the complex infrastructures of the built environment to 
smaller devices of customized electronics. Repair work ethnographies, moreover, afford us with the unique opportunity 
to specify ‘sustainability’, ‘ecological design’ and similar catchwords in practical terms, as contingent achievements of 
localized care and repair, through distinctive methods, makeshifts and maintenance work.
Wednesday, 20 May 
10.15  Welcome
 Michele Luminati (Director of ISR)
10.30  Introduction
 Revisiting Repair, Reintroducing Ethnography, Relocating Materiality
 Alain Bovet (ETH Zurich), Philippe Sormani (ISR) 
 and Ignaz Strebel (ETH Zurich)
PART I REVISITING REPAIR: 
 ON THE HEURISTICS OF “BROKEN WORLD THINKING”
11.00  The Ethnography of Repair: 
 Notes on How to See Repair in Settings of Practice and Power
 Christopher Henke (Colgate University, Hamilton, NY)
 Discussant: Guelfo Carbone
12.30  On being kaput and the improvisations of repair
 Cornelius Schubert (University of Siegen)
 Discussant: Philippe Sormani 
15.00  ‘Push-in red’ and Glycerine: 
 Book Repair at the Austrian National Library
 Moritz F. Fürst (University of Vienna) 
 Discussant: Jérôme Denis
16.00  Repair as Practice and Worldview
 Steven J. Jackson (Cornell University, NY)
 Discussant: Alain Bovet
Thursday, 21 May
PART II  REINTRODUCING ETHNOGRAPHY: 
 TRACING REPAIR AND ITS ACTOR-NETWORKS
09.00  Inventive Infrastructure: An ethnographic exploration 
 of mobile phone repair practices in Kampala, Uganda
 Lara Houston (Lancaster University)
 Discussant: Marc Relieu
10.00 Assembling and reassembling: 
 the dance of maintenance in urban assemblages
 Jérôme Denis (Télécom ParisTech, Paris), 
 David Pontille (CSI, Ecole des Mines, Paris) 
 Discussant: Christophe Lejeune
11.30  Job done: how the closing of repair transforms janitors, 
 tenants and the flats they live in
 Ignaz Strebel, Alain Bovet (ETH Zurich)
 Discussant: Cornelius Schubert
12.30  Inquiring urban ecology: 
 failure and maintenance of Paris public bicycles
 Martin Tironi (Escuela de Diseño, UC, Santiago de Chile)
 Discussant: Steven J. Jackson 
14.30 Visit of Oz – Officine Zero, Repair Work Station 
Friday, 22 May
PART III RELOCATING MATERIALITY: 
 YET AGAIN, THE REPAIR SITUATION ‘FROM WITHIN’ 
09:00  Repair work and repair talk: instances, interstices, and interaction
 Marc Relieu (Télécom ParisTech, Nice) 
 Discussant: Christopher Henke
10.30  What restoring steam locomotives teaches about 
 DIO (Do-It-Ourselves) initiatives
 Christophe Lejeune (University of Liège)
 Discussant: Tim Dant 
11.30  Recovering Repair – Heidegger’s Hammer, Oratio’s Ratio, 
 and the Villa’s Ways
 Guelfo Carbone and Philippe Sormani (ISR)
 Discussant: Ignaz Strebel
12.30 Inside the bicycle: repair knowledge for all
 Tim Dant (Lancaster University)
 Discussant: Martin Tironi
14.30 CLOSING REMARKS
 Repair Revisited, Materiality Relocated?
 Ignaz Strebel (ETH Zurich), Alain Bovet (ETH Zurich) 
 and Philippe Sormani (ISR)
